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Kernel parameters are divided into three classes: 

Â General 

These parameters are set by database administrators. 

Â Extended 
These parameters are set in consultation with MaxDB Support or by implementing notes from the 

database administrator.  

Â Support 

These parameters are set by MaxDB Support or the developers. 

 

Before a MaxDB version comes out, it is programmed to calculate the optimal values for 

the respective operating system platform.  
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The parameter file is stored in the file system in binary format.  

The Database Manager's client tools enable you to read and change parameters. 

With dbmcli, parameters can be changed directly or in a parameter session. 

Above you see a few examples of commands for making changes directly. 

If parameters are changed within a session, a Commit makes all the changes valid while 

an Abort makes them all invalid. 

Use the commands: 

Â param_startsession starts a parameter session 

Â param_commitsession ends the parameter session and saves the values 

Â param_abortsession ends the parameter session without saving it 

Â param_getvalue  displays a parameter value 

Â param_put  changes the value of a parameter 

Â param_restore  activates old parameter version 

 

The dbmcli command ñhelp paramò displays more commands. 
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As of Version 7.6, MaxDB offers the possibility of changing parameter values in online 

operation.  

In general, you can change status or counter values online. Some newly introduced 

parameters can be changed online although they influence the process or memory 

structure of the database. In the example the execution of Query Rewrite is activated. 

 

MaxDB development is pursuing the goal of making it possible to change all parameter 

values online. 

 

As of version 7.7.03 the parameter names were consolidated. Therewith most parameters 

got a new name without containing underlines. The legibility of parameter names is 

improved by the use of upper and lower case characters. You can read and set the 

parameters by using the old names. The command param_directgetall only shows the new 

parameter names. The view ACTIVECONFIGURATION shows old and new parameter 

names. 
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The parameter file is in the directory <IndepDataPath>/config. 

The name is identical to the name of the instance. If changes occur, the old file is copied to 

<instance>.<no> . 

You use the dbcmli command param_gethistory to display the parameter history. In the 

SAP system, you can display the parameters in transaction DB50. 

In data backups (complete or incremental), the contents of the parameter file are written to 

the backup medium. 

 

 

 

 



 6 

In transaction DB50 you can view the list of all parameter changes, sorted according to 

the change date. 

The system displays a list of the database parameters changed at this point in time, and 

their previous and new values. 

Parameters that are no longer used by the database as of a particular date are 
assigned <<parameter inactive>>  as a new value. 

The parameter history data is logged once a day by a collector. If you have changed 

database parameters, these changes are only displayed in this output after the collector 

has run. A current display of the parameter history is offered by the Database Studio. 

 

 



 7 

Calculation formulas, short texts and help texts for the parameters are found in the file <instroot>/env/cserv.pcf. 

The following properties can be assigned to parameters: 

Property Description   Values 

CHANGE Parameter can be changed  YES | RUNNING | NO 

INTERN Value is not in the parameter file   YES | NO 

MANDATORY Parameter must have a value  YES | NO 

CLEAR DB copy: Parameter is not copied     YES | NO  

DYNAMIC Automatic numbering (e.g. DATAVOL_?)  YES | NO  

CASESENSITIVE upper/lower case (contents)  YES | NO  

OVERRIDE Parameter value may be changed  YES | NO | HIGHER  

DEVSPACE Volume Parameter   YES | NO  

MODIFY Parameter may be changed after generation of instance YES | NO   

CLASS Classification   General, Extended, ...  

DEPRECATED Old parameter name   

DISPLAYNAME Parameter name displayed in DBMGUI <value>  

VALUESET Permitted values    <values> 

MAX Maximum parameter value (numeric) <value> 

MIN Minimum parameter value (numeric) <value> 

 



 û#ü 

Do not change the file cserv.pcf under any circumstances unless instructed to do so by MaxDB 
Support or MaxDB Development.  
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